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In inflammations of old people
you must. bleed with great caution
Sir Astley was requested to -see
an elderly lady in the country
having inflamed lungs; he ordered
her to be bled,-the bleeding was
repeated, when, her legs began
to swell; he therefore prescribed
the digitalis (fox-glove); it reduced
the pulse, caused the absorption of
the effused fluid in the legs, and
she rapidly recovered. This me-
dicine reduced action, and at the
same time increased power.
THE LANCET.
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 1823.
OCTOBER 19, 1823.
DR.COLLYER.
WE copy the following article
from Tlte Times of Thursday last.
The conduct of the Ladies to whom
we suspect the writer’s remarks
are chiefly addressed, is deserving,
in our opinion, the severest cen-
sure that language can bestow.
DR. COLLYER.&mdash;In a new
weekly publication, called The
Lancet, have appeared some
shocking statements in the form of
affidavits respecting Dr. Collyer.
Surely the Doctor must feel that
it is his bounden duty to bring the
assertors of such horrible facts to
trial. The assertions -are not
made vaguely and indistinctly,
each deponent tells a precise
story, and puts his name to it.
For his own sake, we should en-
treat Dr. Collyer to put those al-
legations into a strict course of
investigation. The Doctor at pre-
sent refutes all charges by point-
ing to the phalanx of ladies who
support him. The generosity of
the female sex to persons in dis-
tress is too well known to require
any fresh illustration; but we
think that women degrade their
sex when they come forward and
defy opinion, by supporting a man
who is charged with conduct too
loathsome for female ears ; which
they cannot discuss, and of course
cannot be competent to decide
upon, without polluting both mind
and heart. The woman who puts
herself forward in such a case is
not so much kind in spirit as loose
of principle; she is not generous,
but shameless."
THE DRAMA.
DRURY - LANE THEATRE. -
On Monday last, Mr. Macready
made his first appearance at
this Theatre in his favourite part
of Virginius. On his entrance,
indeed some time before he ap-
peared, he was welcomed by
cheers and plaudits of unusual
warmth and continuance. A par-
tial but extremely contemptible
effort was made to interrupt this
well-deserved manifestation ofpub-
lic regard for this eminent per-
former. The attempt was instantly
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crushed by overwhelming reitera-
tions of applause from the most
crowded and fashionable audience
that this season has yet assembled.
Mr. Macready was incited to dis-
play his great talents in their
greatest splendour. He perhaps
never received, he certainly never
better deserved, the ardent accla-
mations which his excellent act-
ing extorted. Nothing could be
more impressive than the inter-
view with his daughter before his
departure for the camp. The
scene in which he kills her was
admirably sustained. The great
fault of this tragedy is the want
of incident and action. The whole
plot of Virginius might, without
inconvenience, be developed and
comprised within one act; and as I
the author found himself under
the necessity of drawing it out into
five acts, he was compelled to
lengthen it by additions, which
only fatigue the audience without
in the slightest degree contribut-
ing to the catastrophe. The scene
of Virginia’s death is pre-emi-
nently protracted beyond all due
limits. The interest begins to
flag and expire before the fatal
blow is struck. The violent pas-
sions of the father seem in great
measure exhaled. This is the
" besetting Sin" " of the whole
piece. There are many beauti-
ful passages, and’ a good deal
of rich poetical diction in the
composition; but it would hardly
keep possession of the stage,
were it not for the extraordinary
ability with which its leading parts
have hitherto been represented.
Macready never took ,more pains
to distinguish himself than on Mon-
day night. The killing of Appius
was an appalling example of what
Lord Bacon calls wild justice."
The softened and subdued feelings
of the partly-recovered Virginius,
on the presentation of his daugh-
ter’s ashes, were excellently de-
picted: the convulsive sob with
which he repeats her name was
an echo as true to nature as it was
honourable to the successfial and
triumphant art of the performer.
Wallack appeared, for the first
time, as Icilius, and he performed
the part with great spirit and ef-
fect. We do not recollect seeing
him to more advantage. Archer
played Appius, and, we are sorry
to say, not very well. Of Terry’s
Dentatus we need say nothing, as
the performance is well known,
and was as ably represented last
night as we remember to have
seen it. Mrs. W. West, in Vir-
ginia, was extremely interesting,
and though we will not say she
became the character in all re-
spects as well as Miss Foote, yet
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we think she supported its interest
with quite as much success. Vir-
ginius was announced for repeti-
tion on Thursday evening, amidst
the universal acclamations of the
house.
CoVBNT-GARDEN THEATRE.-
On Monday evening last, Mr.
Young commenced his engage-
ment at this Theatre, in the cha-
racter of Hamlet. Artists, like
authors, are not always the best
judges of their own performance.
Mr. Young is an exception-
Hamlet is the character with
which he usually opens and closes
his theatrical campaigns, and may
therefore be supposed to be re-
garded by him as his chef d’ceuvre.
Few, we believe, will dispute this
preference. The ghost-scene in the
beginning of the play, is perhaps
susceptible of a deeper tone of
preternatural terror ; but it is, on
the whole, a powerful and highly-
finished piece of acting. He was
received on his first appearance,
and through the play, with the
favour and applause due to his po-
pularity and distinguished talents.
Unhappily, some of the best scenes
were marred by noise and con-
fusion in the upper gallery. The
only novelty in the play was Mr.
Fawcett’s G1’avediggel’, which he
represented in his usual style of
humour. Miss M. Tree sung the
" snatches of old song," in the part
of 0 pltelia, with skill and sweet-
ness. Her acting may be called
a pretty monotony.
MEDICAL EXTRACTS.
Hooping Cough.
[Continued from our last.]
UNDER these circumstances we
must not be satisfied with a single
bleeding; it should be repeated
in sufficient quantities until the
symptoms are under control, or
that we are convinced amend-
ment is beyond its power. The
failure of bleeding in Hooping-
cough may very often be attri-
buted to its being resorted to at
too late a period, or its being too
sparingly used. Where there is
much difficulty. of breathing, the
application of a blister to the chest
will be highly proper at the com-
mencement of the disease. ’
The body being usually very
costive, it will be necessary to
have recourse to gentle laxatives,
such as an infusion of sennae with
manna, &e. to remove it. In
many instances, an attention to
diet may probably be sufficient to
answer the purpose of removing or
preventing this symptom; and,
